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But WHY public relations - for LIB $ 
by Anna L. Glantz 
Chief, Public Relations Office 
The New York Public Library 





If public relations is a pathway to public favor as someone has 
called it, libraries had the good fortune to te well along that pathway 
almost as soon as they began. No one was "agin" them. Anecdotes of 
great men who had books in their background set the stage. Abe Lin- 
coln's reading by firelight, walking miles to borrow and return a book 
stirs warm reaction in favor of books being freely available. 


Andrew Carnegie's childhood longing led to gift libraries through- 
out the world -- a gesture which may have been even more important for 
its intangible accomplishment than for its material structures. After 
all there were libraries in existence; cities and towns would eventually 
have moved to erect buildings. But his gesture made news, drew atten- 
tion to the idea of public libraries, sped the pace of their develop- 
nent. 


Libraries, then, as a concept got off to a good start. lverybody, 
whether he uses them or not, thinks they are a good thing. In a social 
group, when a newcomer is introduced and identified as being with "the 
library," there is spontaneous response. Everyone feels a rapport, sees 
a comfortable opening for a conversation wedge -- even if it is no 
stronger than, "Do you know, I've lived here for ten years and I've 
never been in the library!" 


Perhaps, then, with such a favorable public attitude inherited, it 
is understandable that the same question arises again and again, "But 
why does a library have to be concerned with public relations?" 


Among the press, the term for an esoteric story is "an elephant 
story —- one that only another elephant would be interested in. Perhaps 
it is an "elephant" answer that has significance only to us in the busi- 
ness to think that libraries spent their earlier years being established 
and getting buildings built; it has been for those in the current era to 
extend them beyond their buildings. 


A more reedily acceptable answer for others may be something in the 
nature of a syllogism. A library is a public educational institution? 
Granted. The more people for whom it makes its educational opportuni- 
ties effective, the better it is serving its function? Yes. But, it 
can only make its opportunities effective for more people if it attracts 
their favorable attention. (First, you have to catch the rabbit!) Ergo, 
a library must be concerned with public relations. 
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It must have a staff who know how to use books and how to be 
pleasant to other users in all kinds of circumstances. (To cite a 
supreme test -- Tangle Towners raged because they could or because 
they couldn't get what they wanted from the New York Public Library, 
‘but of the only nine letters of complaint received, four writers empha- 
sized, in spite of their anger, the courteous patience of the Library 
staff.) It must recognize the importance of telephone cordiality. 


It simplifies routines to the barest minimum. (People are so quick 
to resent"red tape". Consider how readily large businesses welcome 
charge accounts where far larger risks may be involved.) It re-examines 
its printed forms to see that they are clear and brief, that their 
statements are made pleasantly, not threateningly or accusingly. 


In book transactions,it follows a policy of "When in doubt» the 
reader is right." (Balance the possible loss of a book the reader 
claims he returned against his antagonism and the probable resentment 
of an audience of listening readers.) It offers special services =-re- 
serves, new books notices. It makes a "fuss" over gifts, gives credit 
on bookplates, sends letters of thanks from the librarian, the board 
chairman; arranges an exhibition if warranted. It welcomes public meet- 
ings, initiates book-centered events. Its staff "belongs", through 
community activity. 


Having, then, inherited a public disposition to favor, and having 
improved upon it with that good library service which generates the 
strongest promotion there is --word-of-mouth recommendation by a pleased 
"customer" -=- the library does well to seek the use of one of the primary 
tools of public relations, publicity, for a wider spread of its reputa- 
tion. It is good to be wel] thought of, but first a library has to be 
thought of. 


Though library circulation has been increasing generally, borrowers 
are still far outnumbered by those who "have never been in the library." 
Whether or not we shall ever succeed in changing that balance, we are 
obligated to try, and the channels through which we may try are numerous. 


We may reach people in.groups through "tie-ins" with other organi- 
zations <= churches, clubs, "causes", the movies -=- on a quid pro quo 
basis. Bookmarks or fliers are the cheapest, printed in quantity, carry- 
ing promotion for both groups, distributedhalf by each group. (The movie 
ticket-taker gives viewers bookmarks suggesting, on one side, "If you 
enjoyed seeing 'The Cruel Sea', you may want to get it in book form -- 
or other books about the sea -- from the public library." The library 
slips into the books it lends an equal quantity of strips reading, on 
the other side, "Do you like to read about the sea? You may enjoy see- 
ing the film, 'The Cruel Sea'." Television programs are eager to tie 
in with libraries for such a circulation of promotion pieces in exchange 
for library "TV spots.") 


Exhibitions offer another tie-in possibility, but one must never 
overlook the quid pro quo. It may sound ungracious, but it won't seem 
so if we keep in mind our obligation to make more people think of the re- 
ward which lies in reading. Librarians should remember their strategic 
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position: they come into contact with large numbers of citizens. That 
advantage is valuable to anyone who has something to sell or promote. 
Two points -- probably needless to emphasize: of course, the commercial 
partner to the tie-in bears all expense; of course, the library chooses 
carefully, or firmly refuses, its cooperation. 


The newspaper offers the most obvious medium for publicity and 
probably pays the most effective dividends in proportion to library 
effort expended. A newspaper announcement is a tangible thing, can be 
clipped and saved as a reminder. It is superfluous to make further 
comment along this line, unless one opinion based on personal experience 
has any value. It is profitable to have -- to earn---regular allocation 
of newspaper space for library activities. If you keep rigidly to dead- 
lines, to allotted space, and make your copy lively, you have a comfort- 
able assurance of having library events announced. They won't be pushed 
out if news space is tight: newspaper men hold to their obligations, too. 
Then if you have feature material, you are free to work on that in addition 
to your library column, vut at least your events are in. 


It isn't money that is needed for library public relations, or even 
time, so much as it is the will. We have a fine heredity; our environ- 
ment is, or can be, made good through quality of service. With action 
on our part, more people will find out about LIBRARIES! 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Auden, W.H. The shield of Achilles. Random House. $3. 

Arranged under the headings, "Bucolics," "In Sunshine and Shade, " 
and "Horae Canonicae," are 28 striking poems, some reprinted, others 
making their first appearance. 821.91 


*Bailey, Howard. The ABC's of play producing; a handbook for the 
non-professional. McKay. $3.50. 

An experienced director gives expert counsel on almost every 

phase of theater production -- from selecting the play, casting 
and rehearsals to musicals, pageants and theater in the round. 
Diagrams. Recommended plays, index. 792.92 


YP *Baillie, John. A diary of readings. Scribner. $2.50. 


RH 


Helpful excerpts from the devotional writings of all ages, arranged 
for daily reading by the Professor of Divinity in the University of 
Edinburgh. Sources, index. 242.2 


Bartholomew, John, ed. The Columbus atlas; or, Regional atlas of 
the world. McGraw-Hill. $10. 

Containing full-page maps in color emphasizing the physiographic 
features of each area, world maps showing economic and sociological 
factors and an index that includes population figures, this well- 
printed quarto is a good investment. R912 


Bemelmans, Ludwig. To the one I love the best. Viking. $3.75. 

Casual, evocative words effectively create a portrait of American- 

born Lady Mendl, ex-actress and devotee of the beautiful, who, at 

90, invited the nonconforming author-artist to tea in California 

and bestowed on him the gift of friendship. Drawings in character. 
B or 92 


Binder, Pearl. Muffs and morals. Morrow. $3.75. 

Filled with little-known facts and amusing anecdotes, this witty, 
literate volume tells how the changing fashions in dress through 
the ages have reflected the moral and social standards of each era. 
Photographs, drawings. Bibliography, index. 391.09 


Bird, W.R. The two Jacks; the amazing adventures of Major Jack M. 
Veness and Major Jack L. Fairweather. Macrae Smith. $3.50. 
Straightforward account of the escape from a German train of two 
Canadian Army officers during the invasion of France in 1944 and 
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their incredible experiences when they were befriended by a fanatical 


captain of the Maquis. Map, photographs. 940. 54 
“Brooks, Mrs M.J. Flower arrangement workbook 3. Barrows. $2.50. 


Twelve more lessons by the gifted lecturer and gardener are concerned 
with basket and glass arrangements, shell and pitcher containers, 
holiday and coffee tables, wall pockets and gift packages. Charming 
illustrations. Index. 635.96 


Brooks, Van Wyck. John Sloan; a painter's life. Dutton. $5. 
Conjuring up old times and mutual friends, a distinguished man of 
letters writes appreciatively of the development and work of an 

eminent American artist. Portraits, reproductions of paintings.B or 92 


YP *Burlingame, Roger. Henry Ford (Great lives in brief). Knopf. $2.50. 
FH This readable, authoritative biography, first in a series, is an ad- 


a 


tg 


mirable introduction to a person everyone should know. Other volumes 
now available in similar format are; Hans Christian Andersen, by Rumer 
Godden; Alexandre Dumas, by Andre Maurois; Charles Darwin, by Ruth 
Moore; Mahatma Gandhi, by Vincent Sheean. Bor 92 


Carls, E.W. & Wines, L.G. The art of tile setting. Bennett. $3.75. 
Emphasizing the most modern, proved methods and self-teaching tech- 
niques, this clear-cut volume will help the amateur or professional 
do a competent job of setting plastic, glass, metal, asbestos and 
ceramic tiles. Photographs, drawings. Glossary, index. 693.3 


“Churchill, Peter. Duel of wits. Putnam. $4.50. 

Modest record of a young English officer's training as a saboteur and 
his perilous experiences with the Underground in France where he or- 

ganized an efficient Resistance movement until betrayed and captured 

by the Germans in 1943. Maps. Biographical index. 940. 54 


Creed, Virginia, & Milo, Henry. All about Paris and its environs. 
(The new Europe guide ser.) Dwell; Little. $3.50. 

Complete, practical guide, including brief historical background, in- 
formation on planning your journey, tipping, prices and suggestions 
for self-conducted tours to places of interest. Maps. Index. 914.43 


Dodge, David. Time out for Turkey. Random House. $3.50. 

The widely-traveled Dodges set forth in a brand-new midget car, "Invic- 
tus," and this is the hilarious account of its conquest of the moun- 
tain roads of Italy, Jugoslavia and Greece and a rest during a plane 
trip from Athens to Istanbul before giving up the ghost in France.914 


Douglas, L.C. The living faith. Houghton. $3.75. 
Addresses and sermons by the late minister—author, chosen and arranged 
"to give the highlights of Dr. Douglas' philosophy of life." 252 


Eddy, G.S. Eighty adventurous years; an autobiography. Harper. $3. 
Modestly relating his experiences with "many glorious people" through- 
out the world, the inspired Y.M.C.A. leader and missionary reveals 
the personal beliefs that have helped him live happily during our 
turbulent age. B or 92 
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Y Fortune. (periodical). The changing American market. Hanover House. 
$4.50. 

Re-edited articles from Fortune magazine evaluate national earnings, 
buying power and markets in housing, food, clothing, automobiles, 
leisure and luxury items from 1929 to the present, and forecast 
probable future developments. Charts, graphs, tables. Appendixes. 339.4 


*Fox, L.K. & others. 
Rinehart. $3.50. 
Enphasizing toys and equipment that can be made cheaply at home from 
simple materials, this lucid volume shows how one can satisfy a young 
child's needs for creative play. Charmingly illustrated in color. 
Index. 649.1 

*Have fun with your son; 101 things to do with your 6-to-l0-year-old 
boy, by E.S. Bley (Sterling. $2.50. 790) contains practical sugges- 
tions for helping a boy learn and develop through happy companionship 
with his father. Drawings. Index. 














All children want to learn; a guide for parents. 


YP*Gildersleeve, V.C. Many a good crusade; memoirs. Macmillan. $5. 

RH The former Dean of Barnard College writes with warmth and zest of her 
"simple but lively Victorian family," her 50 years as educator and 
varied activities in the field of international organization. Photo- 

graphs. Index. B or 92 








YH*Hamilton, Elizabeth. A river full of stars. Norton. $3. 
Memories of her Irish country home mingle with sensitive evocations 
of the writer's elegant mother, gentle father, school and teaching ex- 
periences as artful, imaginative word pictures transmit a sense of 
serenity and fulfilment. Bor 92 













Huxley, J.S. From an antique land; ancient and modern in the Middle 
East. Crown. $6. 

On a Unesco mission, the distinguished scientist toured Egypt, Turkey, 
Jordan, Iraq, Palestine, Syria and Saudi Arabia and in this handsome 
book with photographs in color and black and white, he comments wit- 
tily on the civilizing process. Index. 915.6 


Hi-fi handbook; a guide to home installation. Crowell. 





Kendall, W.Jd. 
R $2.95. 
Concise explanation of the basic principles of acoustics and sound 
reproduction, telling how to buy and install a high fidelity sound 
system, including specifications for the various components and a 
list of distributors. Fully illustrated with photographs, drawings 
and tables. Appendixes, index. 621.34. 














YP Keyes, N.B. The American frontier; our unique heritage. Hanover House. 
FA $3.50. 
With accurate anecdotes of "milestone events" in our history, the 
author traces the influence of the frontier from the explorations of 
the Norsemen until 1890, when the frontier line ceased to exist. 
Index. 973 


Lavender, D.S. Bent's Fort. Doubleday. $5.50. 
Powerful chronicle, based on record and surmise, of the "md castle" 
built in 1833 by the Bent brothers, visionary, enterprising fur traders, 
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who helped determine the expansion of the American Southwest. End- 
paper map. Notes, bibliography, index. 978.8 


*Liang, Yen, pseud. Daughter of the khans. Norton. $3.50. 
Old and new China are pictured in this spirited account by a tyran- 
nical Mongol's deughter of her rebellion and flight from Peiping to 
Shanghai, experiences as a spy against the Japanese and eventual 
marriage to an American news correspondent. Map. 915.1 


*Lowman, Mrs Josephine. Four weeks to beauty... and a lovelier, 
slimmer you. Barrows. $2.50. 

The author of the popular, syndicated column, "Why grow old?", gaily 
prescribes a lenient but effective course of diet and exercise for 
physical and mental self-improvement. Drawings. Index. 646.7 


McClane, A.J. The American angler. Holt. $5. 

This attractive book by the Fishing Editor of Field and Stream points 
out where to find all kinds of fresh-water fish and successful tech- 
niques for catching them. Photographs. Tables. 799.12 


McCully, Mrs E.W. Grandma raised the roof. Crowell. $3.50. 

A successful mystery writer practically commuted from New York City 

to the Virgin Islands where her dream house was being built and here 
breezily describes her three-year struggle with contracts, materials 
and native labor until the rooftree was in place. Photographs. 818.5 


Magener, Rolf. Prisoners! bluff; tr. from the German by Basil 
Creighton. Dutton. $3.75. 

Different from the usual escape books, this amazing narrative tells 
how two clever, educated Germans, disguised as British officers, 
walked out of an English prison camp in India, made their long way 

to Japanese lines in Burma and awaited the end of the war in Tokyo. 
Map, photographs. 940.54 
*Blackburn's headhunters, by Philip Harkins (Norton, $3.75. 940.54) is 
based upon an American officer's diary and interviews with the writer 
and is the remarkable record of a young lieutenant's flight to the 
jungles when Bataan fell and his heroic organization of a guerilla 
army that contributed greatly to the recapture of Luzon. Map. 


Moore, H.T. The intelligent heart; the story of D.H. Lawrence. 
Farrar. $6.50. 

Fully rounded biography, quoting frequently from Lawrence's hitherto 
unpublished letters and based on visits to places in which he lived 
and conversations with people who knew him. Endpaper map, photographs. 
List of his works, index. B or 92 


Morris, J.V. Fires and firefighters. Little. $6. 

Fascinating, enthusiastic account of the "true adventure" experienced 
by the valiant men who, aided by technical perfection of their equip- 
ment, have worked from Colonial days to the present to save property 
in America. Drawings. Chronology, bibliography, index. 614.84 
“Man against fire; fire insurance -- protection from disaster, by R.B. 
Considine (Doubleday. $5. 368.1) is a history of fire insurance com 
panies, describing some great conflagrations, cases of arson and re- 
search for prevention, and including statistical data and safety rules 
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for home, office and factory. Photographs. Chronology, glossary, 
appendixes, bibliography, index. 


YP *Noyce, Wilfrid. South Col; a personal story of the ascent of Everest. 
RH Sloane. $5. 
From his notebook of events as they happened on the famous Expedition, 
the author sensitively recaptures what the individual members of the 
group"were seeing and feeling and thinking through all those months." 
Maps, photographs. Index. 915.42 
YP Our Everest adventure, by Sir John Hunt (Dutton. $3.75. 915.42) is 
RH a quarto, indelibly recording in beautiful photographs, supplemented 
by a shorter version of The conquest of Everest, "life and its prob- 
lems high upon a great Himalayan peak," from Kathmandu to the summit. 


YP *Rand, A.L. Stray feathers from a bird man's desk. Doubleday. $3.75. 

RH In 60 brief chapters, the Curator of Birds, Chicago Natural History 
Museum, makes interesting and entertaining for the general reader the 
parallels discovered in bird and human behavior. Cartoons. References, 
index. 598.2 


Reynolds, Reginald. Cairo to Cape Town; a pilgrimage in search of 
hope. Doubleday. $5. 

A British Quaker, on an unofficial tour of eastern Africa, talked to 
people of all classes and, in finely written prose, records his opin- 
ions about social conditions and the effects of nationalism and racial 
segregation. Endpaper map. 916 


YP *Ritchie, Jean. Singing family of the Cumberlands. Oxford Univ. Press. 
FH 


Using the flavorsome dialect of the Kentucky hills, the youngest of 
14 children, now a well-known radio and television performer, recalls 
her childhood and youth, interleaving her narrative with the music and 
words of 44 old folk songs of the region. Index of songs. 8B or 92 


Segal, C.M. FPascinating facts about American Jewish history. Twayne. 
$2.75. 

Interesting presentation, in question-and-answer form, of material on 
Jewish participation in American life, stimulated by the 300th anni- 
versary of their settlement here. Suggested reading, index. 296 


Simon, Boris. Abbe Pierre and the ragpickers of Emmaus; tr. from the 
French. Kenedy. $3.50. 

Firsthand account of the Emergency Cities of Paris, founded by the de- 
voted, courageous priest whose conversations with hopeless, poverty- 
stricken families and drifters show how he instilled the new confidence 
and self-respect that helped to rehabilitate them. Photographs. 361.8 


Sitwell, Dame Edith. Collected poems. Vanguard. $6.50. 

Brings together previously published work and some poems that have 
never appeared in this country, exemplifying the vivid imagery and 
rhythmic quality for which Miss Sitwell is noted. Notes, indexes of 
titles and first lines. 821.91 


Washington, George. The Washington papers; basic selections from the 
public and private writings of George Washington; ed. by S.K. Padover. 
Harper. $5. 
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Extracts from diaries, letters and speeches form a "one-volume treas- 
ury," arranged under the headings, "Personal," "Political" and "Max- 
ims, Mottos, Brief Opinions." Chronology, bibliography, index. 308 


“Wayman, Mrs D.G. Cardinal O'Connell of Boston. Farrar. $4. 
Interesting to people of all faiths, this informal, authentic "mosaic" 
presents the human side of a great citizen and revered prelate of the 
Boston See for 37 years. Appendix, bibliography, notes. B or 92 
As the eagle; the spiritual writings of Mother Butler, by a Carmelite 
pilgrim (Kenedy. $3.50. 271.97) interprets 14 of the Foundress of 
Marymount's illuminating letters to her nuns. 


Wilson, Sandy. This is Sylvia; her lives and loves. Dutton. $2.50. 
Amusing satire on the theatrical profession in the form of memoirs by 
a cat of mixed lineage whose eventful career included musical comedy 
stardom and marriage to an English aristocrat. Drawings. 827.91 


*Woodbury, D.O. Atoms for peace. Dodd. $3.50. 
Present and projected commercial uses of atomic energy from food ir 
radiation to power plants are reported for the general reader by an 
engineer who stresses the wonders of scientific research. Drawings. 
Bibliography, index. 541.2 


Wylie, Max. Clear channels; television and the American people; a 
report to set owners. Funk. $4.75. 
Lively, informed defense of television,using statistics and quotations 


in a challenging, amusingly phrased volume. Photographs. Appendixes, 
index. 371.3 


Fiction 


Bowen, Elizabeth (Mrs Alan Cameron). A world of love. Knopf. $3.50. 
Beautiful Jane, 20, finds, in the attic of her Irish country home, a 
bundle of letters and so brings back the past as this subtle, exqui- 
sitely written novel traces hidden relationships and draws out of 

shadow her mother's dead sweetheart, Guy, former owner of Montefort. 


Ekvall, R.B. Tents against the sky. Farrar. $3.50. 

Dedicated to Buddhist priesthood, Dorje Rinchen, younger son of a 
nomadic Tibetan family, breaks his vow to marry beautiful Lhate and 
in a colorful narrative of exotic customs and threat of Chinese in- 
vasion, the conflict within him is happily resolved. (Pub.date:Mar.18) 


Graves, Robert. Homer's daughter. Doubleday. $3.95. 

Nausicaa, an aspiring Greek poetess, tells how, in her father's ab- 
sence, the young men of the town revolt against her uncle's regency 
and, as this authentic re-creation of turbulent times in ancient 
Sicily unfolds, the stranger, Aethon, wins her hand and aids her 
brother in a brutal massacre of the rebels. Adult reading. 


Household, Geoffrey. Fellow passenger. Little. $3.50. 

Related by Claudio Howard-Wolferstan, part Ecuadorian, part English- 
man, this amusing, ironic, masculine tale pokes fun at atomis scien- 
tists and pseudo-Commnists as it follows the fortunes of an amorous 
rascal, imprisoned in the tower of London for High Treason. 
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Kenyon, F.W. Emma. Crowell. $3.95. 

The metamorphosis of a beautiful girl of easy virtue into the socially 
charming end politically influential wife of Lord William Hamilton is 
depicted with verve and good taste in a biographical, period novel. 


PR *Marquand, J.P. Sincerely, Willis Wayde. Little. $3.95. 

H Starting at the Harcourt Belting mill in Clyde, young Willis pushed 
his way into big business, married a Harvard professor's daughter, 
collected antiques and went to Paris, but he lost something vital as 
this devastating portrait of a typical, self-deluding go-getter re- 
veals. 


YP *Thompson, Kate. Great House. Houghton. $3. 

RH Centered in Judge Nicholas Derain of Cape Town, eighth of his line, 
this modern, romantic chronicle interestingly details his relation- 
ships with his lovely wife and their three differing children. 


PR *Tickell, Jerrard. The hero of Saint Roger. Doubleday. $3.50. 

H How, after a hurricane has caused disaster, the Prefect of a French 
Caribbean island devises a fantastic hoax to revive tourist trade is 
related with dry humor, sophistication and surprise in a skilful, ro- 
mantic satire on publicity. 


YP *Van der Post, Laurens. Flamingo feather. Morrow. $3.95. 

R 4A young South African is the narrator of a richly colored, exciting 
story about his search for a former war companion and discovery of a 
Communist threat to his beloved tribesmen. 


Walker, Mildred. The curlew's cry. Harcourt. $3.95. 

From 1905-41 episodes in Montana-born Pamela Lacey's quiet life dis- 
close over the years her deep emotional ties with two school friends, 
a French milliner's pretty daughter and Wren, whom both girls loved. 


Notable Books for 1954 


At the ALA Council meeting on February 2, 1955, Grace Gilman presented 
the report of the Public Libraries Division's Committee on Notable Books. 
The books making up the list were selected for "... quality, authenticity, 
honesty of purpose, and potential contribution to the resources of the 
reader as a citizen and as an individual." They are: Abrahams, Tell free- 
dom; Arnow, The dollmaker; Barzun, God's country and mine; Basso, The view 
from Pompey's Head; Bowles, Ambassador's report; Brooks, Scenes and por- 


traits; Buck, My several worlds; Carson, The old country store; Catton,U.5S. 
Grant and the American military tradition; Commager, Freedom, loyalty, dis- 


Hagedorn, The Roosevelt family of Sagamore Hill; Harrer, Seven years in 
Tibet; Highet, Man's unconquerable mind; Horgan, Great river; Howells, Back 
of history; Hunt, The conquest of Everest; Krutch, The measure of man; 
LaFarge, The manner is ordinary; Lie, In the cause of peace; Murchie, Song 
of the sky; Robertson, Of whales and men; St. John, Through Malan's Africa; 
Thomas, The test of freedom; Ward, Faith and freedom; White, The second tree 
from the corner; Whitehead, Dialogues of Alfred North Whitehead; Woodham 
Smith, The reason why; Woolf, A writer's diary. 
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TALES OF THE WORLD OF YESTERDAY 





























Suggested by the Children's Librarians of the Queens Borough 
Public Library, Jamaica, New York. Edited for the NYLA Section for 

Children's and Young People's Librarians by Ethna Sheehan, Superintendent, 
Work with Children. 


Coe, F.L. Graven with Flint. Crowell. $2.50. 
A Cro-Magnon youth develops his artistic genius while he grows in re- 
sponsibility toward his tribe. (10-14) 





Malvern, Gladys. The Foreigner. Longmans. $2.75. 
The Old Testament story of Ruth is expanded into a narrative full 
of imagination and delicate charm. (12-16) 





Gale, Elizabeth. Julia Valeria. Putnam, $2.50. 
A sheltered young girl of ancient Rome is plunged into mystery and 
peril before her suitor comes to her aid. (12-16) 





Price, Christine. The Dragon and the Book. Longmans. $2.75. 
Wilfrid undertakes to outwit the marauding Danes so that he may pre- 
sent a precious manuscript to King Alfred. (9-11). 


Muntz, Hope. The Golden Warrior. Scribner. $3.50. 
The struggle between Saxon King Harold and Norman William the Conqueror 
is woven into a tapestry of romance. (Y.P.) 








De Angeli, Marguerite. The Door in the Wall. Doubleday. $2.50. 
It was a bitter cross for a nobleman's son to be struck down by 
crippling disease in England's Age of Chivalry. (8-12) 





Corbett, M.K. Girl of Urbino. Abelard. $2.50. 
This daughter of Renaissance Italy proved she was as courageous as 
she was lovely. (12-16) 





Roberts, Kenneth. Northwest Passage. Doubleday. $4. 
Courage, cruelty, privation and an incredible trek--~. These are in- 
gredients in a gripping saga of the French and Indian War. (Y.P.) 






Forbes, Esther. Johnny Tremain. Houghton. $3. 
After tragedy interrupted his apprenticeship, a Boston youth ob- 
tained his chance to help the forgers of American Independence. (1216) 










Howard, Elizabeth. Candle in the Night. Morrow. $2.50. 
Romance came to Tamsen when she joined her brother in Detroit prior to 
the opening of the War of 1812. (12-16) 












Whitney, Phyllis. Step to the Music. Crowell. $2.75. 
The Civil War thrust suspicion and bitterness into the midst of 
Abbie's Staten Island family. (12-16) 
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Free and Jucxpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscell 


Carr, R.K. The constitution and congressional investigating committees. 
(Freedom agenda no.13) Carrie Chapman Catt Memorial Fund, Inc. 
164 Lexington Ave., New York 16. 1954. 60p- 25¢. 


Carter, R.J. Lots of knots; lots of fun. Carter Toy Company. 505 
Fifth Ave., New York 17. 1954. 3lp. 50¢. 


Hammond, T.T. Yugoslavia between East and West. (Headline series 
no.108) Foreign Policy Association. 345 East 46th St., New York 
17. Nov.-Dec. 1954 6lp. 35¢. 


Harvey, Ray, and others. Achievements in federal reorganization; the 
contribution of the first and new Hoover commissions. Citizens 
Committee for the Hoover Report. 441 Lexington Ave., New York 17. 
Jan. 1955. 3p.  50¢. 


Helping delinquent children. Children's Bureau. U.S. Dept. of 
Health, Education and Welfare. Washington 25, D.C. 1953. “4p. 
Free. 


Kelly, A.H. Where constitutional liberty came fron. (Freedom agenda 
No.10) Carrie Chapman Catt Memorial Fund, Inc. 164 Lexington 
Ave., New York 16. 1954. lilyp. 25¢. 


Managing the federal debt. Committee for Economic Development. 444 
Madison Ave., New York 22. Sept. 1954. 37p. Free. 


Nixon, J.W. The United Nations and our religious heritage. 
The Church Peace Union. 170 East 64th St., New York 21. 1953. 
9p. 50¢. 


Schwartz, Paul, ed. Folk dance guide. 5th annual ed. Box 342 
Cooper Station, New York 3. 1955.  20p. 50¢. 


Smith, T.V. The Bill of Rights and our individual liberties. 
(Freedom agenda no.9) Carrie Chapman Catt Memorial Fund, Inc. 
164 Lexington Ave., New York 16. 195%. 38p. 25¢. 


United States tariff policy; a statement of national policy, by The 
Research and Policy Committee. Committee for Economic Development. 
4p Madison Ave., New York 22. Nov. 1954. 23p. 

Single copy free. 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS 
A brief, selected bibliography 


compiled by 
Anna L. Glantz, Chief, Public Relations Office, and 
Harry Weeks, of the Readers' Adviser's Office, 
The New York Public Library 


Baus, H.M. Public relations at work. Harper, 1948. $3.50. 

An introduction, particularly useful to business and industry, 
giving a clear concept of what public relations is and describing all 
its elements, tools, practices and techniques. 


Bernays, E.L. Public relations. University of Oklahoma, 1952. $5. 
The noted publicist traces the historical development of the profes- 
sion and presents case histories of approaches to particular problems. 


Burnett, Verne. Solving public relations problems. 8.C.Forbes, 1952. 
$3. 

Proceeding from a broad understanding of public relations, this 
establishes a basic formula for analyzing and solving specific problems. 


Dunn, W.T. Practical public relations in banking. Benkers, 1950. $4. 
Concerned more with the principles than the mechanics of how a bank 
builds and maintains good will in the community. 


Griswold, Glenn and Denny (editors). Your public relations. Funk and 
Wagnalls, 1948. $7.50. 

A handbook of 33 chapters, each dealing with a special phase of 
the profession and written by a recognized authority. 


Harlow, R.F. and Black, M.M. Practical public relations. Harper, 1952. 


The foundations, divisions and tools of public relations are pre- 
sented in a college text which may also be useful to experienced workers. 


Harral, Stewart. Tested public relations for schools. University of 
Oklahoma, 1952. $3. 


Fundamental principles as well as techniques and strategies tested 
by a variety of school systems. 


Henkin, Shepard. Opportunities in public relations. Vocational Guidance 
Manuals, 1951. $l. 


An introduction to public relations as a career which covers edu- 
cational requirements, getting started and the various specialized fields. 


Lesly, Philip (editor). Public relations handbook. Prentice-Hall, 1950. 


A compendium of practical information on the many special fields by 
35 experts. 


Lundborg, L.B. Public relations in the local community. Harper, 1950. 
$3.50. 

A discussion of the importance of the local community to the business 
firm and suggestions for profitable cooperation between the two. 
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Mahoney, Tom and Hession, Rita. Public relations for retailers. 
Macmillan, 1949. $3. 

Primarily for executives of large department stores and specialty 
shops who decide policies in employee relations, publicity, advertising, 
credit, complaints, resource relations and community relations. 


Nielander, W.A. and Miller, R.W. Public relations. Ronald, 1951. $5. 
Philosophy and proven techniques of professional workers in the 

field are combined in a college text which is also useful for practitioners 

of public relations. 


Persons, C.E. Public relations for colleges and universities. Stanford 
University, 1946. $2. 

Defines and explains the administrator's position and function; out- 
lines a sound public relations procedure. 


Pimlott, J.A.R. Public relations and American democracy. Princeton 
University, 1951. ; 

An English social historian examines the methods and effects of 
public relations in the United States, with particular emphasis on the 
activities of the federal government in that field. 


Printers' Ink editors and contributors. Public relations idea book. 
Printers' Ink, 1953. $5. 

Examples of successful methods of promoting good industrial and 
public relations through various media. 


Schoenfeld, C.A. The university and its publics: approaches to a public 
relations program for colleges and universities. Harper, 1954. $3.50. 

The relationship between the administrator and his five publics: 
students; professors; trustees; the public at large; and parents, alumni, 
and townspeople. 


Stuber, S.I. Public relations manual for churches. Doubleday, 1951. 
$3.50. 

Detailed information vital to a successful program for effective 
church leadership in city, suburb, town, or village. 


Wallace, S.L. Promotion ideas for public libraries. American Library 
Association, 1953. $1.50. 

All kinds of suggestions to help libraries stimulate a need for 
their materials and to find new users of their services. 


Wright, J.H. and Christian, B.H. Public relations in management. McGraw- 
Hill, 1949. $4.50. | 


A college text, also aimed at supervisory and executive personnel, 
which considers the factors involved in establishing a successful program 
in business and industry. 


ee ee eH 


Copies of this list are available on request to: Book Information 
Section, Room 329E, New York State Library, Albany 1, New York. 
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HOW HEMPSTEAD MEETS ITS PUBLICITY SCHEDULE 




























by Lillian Van Mater 
Library Director, The Hempstead Public Library 






Today's librarian is fully aware of the importance of an effective 
library public relations program. Frequently limited personnel and funds 
make it impossible to plan and execute an adequate program. 


The Public Relations Planner, "a practical service for busy librar- 
ians," is the answer to this problem. Each month the Planner stresses a 
different subject interest such as Gardening, Art, Safety Education, 
Travel, Summer Reading, etc. Expert advice on all phases of publicity 
is provided. Sample news releases, radio spot announcements, suggested 
films, display materials, posters in color, folders and sample letters 
are all included in the monthly kit. A planning timetable aids the 1li- 
brarian in carrying out the project. 





Suggested groups in the community are listed for contact. This 
enables the library to tie its program in with active interests of other 
agencies and groups in the area. It also eliminates the "shotgun" method 
of reaching the library's publics. It takes direct aim and reaches par 
ticular publics according to subject interest. 
























To illustrate how the service works, may I describe two special 
programs presented by the Hempstead Public Library -—- the subject areas 
were gardening and art. 






Gardening for Abundance was the theme chosen for the public rela- 
tions project for the month of March. All departments of the library co- 
operated by assembling materials on the subject and arranging appropriate 
displays. In the main exhibit cases attractive posters, book jackets and 
related materials such as seed packets, gardening implements, etc. were 
displayed. Letters were sent to the garden clubs in the community, to 

the County Extension Agent and to other interested groups, informing them 

of the project and inviting them to make use of the library's materials. 
Posters and folders were placed in local garden centers, seed stores and 
florists' shops, announcing the library project and inviting the public 

to visit the library during Gardening Month. A special program was arranged 
which included the showing of four appropriate films followed by a panel 
discussion of gardening problems. Participants included representatives 

of the local garden club, the County Extension Agent, and the director of 
the 4H Clubs in Nassau County. Active audience participation followed. 

A capacity audience received the program with enthusiasm and appreciated 


the opportunity of having their individual gardening problems solved by 
experts. 







Art Is for Everyone was the subject of the special project for 
October. Contact was made with the local Art League, the Association of 
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Art Teachers, the Art Departments of all colleges and high schools in 
the area. Posters and folders were displayed and distributed in schools, 
colleges and other public buildings. Art instructors were requested to 
invite students to visit the library during Art Month. 


Displays in the library featured work done by local artists and 
art students as well as prints of art masterpieces and art books. The 
project was publicized by regular news releases and radio spot announce- 
ments. Flyers were also distributed. 


An Art Film Program was presented featuring four films in color 
showing the works of Hieronymous Bosch, Toulouse-Lautrec, Degas and 
Grandma Moses. This program was so well received that tne library has 
received a formal request from the Long Island Art Teachers Association 
requesting annual Art Film Programs. 


This project stressed the fact that there is something in art for 
everyone and that the library can help the individual discover the field 
of art that will be of greatest interest to hin. 


The Public Relations Planner is an invaluable aid to any librarian 
interested in promoting a sound public relations program for the library. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


Recent Accessions 






—, 


OT 
pir 
cia 









Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Jane P. Yawger, Order Sections 
These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may 


not have purchased, can be borrowed from the New York State Library. 
Please use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


BIOGRAPHY 
Masterson, W. H. William Blount. Louisiana State Univ. Press. 1954. 
378p. (Southern biography series) 973.409 B65m 
Pattison, W. T. Benito Perez Galdos and the creative process. Univ. 
of Minnesota Press. 1954. 1l4ép. 863.59 P43ap 
Sultan Muhammad Shah. The memoirs of Aga Khan; world enough and time. 
Simon and Schuster. 1954.  367p. 297 Zs9s 


CRIME AND ITS DETECTION 


Audett, J. H. Rap sheet; my life story, by Blackie Audett (James Henry 
Audett) Foreword by Gene Lowall. William Sloane Associates. 1954. 
284. 364% Za8 

Cherrill, F. R. Fingerprints never lie; the autobiography of Fred Cher 
rill. Macmillan. 1954.  2k6p. 364 Zc5¢ 

Stead, P. J. Vidocq, a biography. Roy Pubs. 1954?  263p. 364% Zv6és 


ECONOMICS 


Potter, D. M. People of plenty; economic abundance and the American 
character. Univ. of Chicago Press. 1954  219p. (Charles R. 


Walgreen Foundation lectures) 917.3 P866 
Snider, D. A. Introduction to international economics. R. D. Irwin. 
1954. 2p. (The Irwin series in economics) 382 8672 
1812 
Bodo, J. R. The Protestant clergy and public issues, 1812-1848. 
Princeton Univ. Press. 1954. 29lp. 261 3668 
Tucker, Glenn. Poltroons and patriots; a popular account of the War 
of 1812. Bobbs-Merrill. 1954. 2v 973.52 T692 
GERMANY 
Lochner, L. P. Tycoons and tyrant; German industry from Hitler to Aden- 
ener. Regnery. 1954. 30M. 338.943 L812 
Pinson, K. S. Modern Germany, its history and civilization. Macmillan. 
1954.  637p. 943.08 P658 
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HISTORY AND CIVILIZATION 


Blumenthal, W. H. Rendezvous with chance; how luck has shaped history. 
Exposition Press. 1954. 156p. 908.8 B658 
Finley, M. I. The world of Odysseus. Viking Press. 1954. ae mm 
Knoedler, C. F. The Harmony Society; a 19th-century American utopia. 
Vantage Press. 1954.  160p. 335.06273 x72 
Pieper, Josef. The end of time; a meditation on the philosophy of his- 
tory. Tr. by Michael Bullock. Pantheon. 1954. 157p. 901 F614 


OIL 


Connelly, W. L. The oil business as I saw it; half a century with 
Sinclair. Univ. of Oklahoma Press. 1954. 177 p- 330.92 S616c 

Longrigg, S. H. Oil in the Middle East; its discovery and development. 
Oxford. 1954. 5p. 338.2728 L856 


SCIENCE 


Corley, H. M. ed. Successful commercial chemical development. Wiley. 

1954. 374. 338.4766 ©799 
Gowland, Peter. The art and technique of stereo photography. Crown. 

1954. 128p. 778.4% G723 
Harris, E. E. Nature, mind, and modern science. London.Allen & Unwin; 

N. Y. Macmillan. 1954. 455p. (The Muirhead library of philosophy) 

109 H313 

Pettersson, Hans. The ocean floor. Yale Univ. Press. 1954 18lp. 

(Yale Univ. Mrs. Hepsa Ely Sillimam memorial lectures) 551.46 P99 


SOME ARTISTS 


Blunt, Anthony. The drawings of G.B. Castiglione & Stefano della Bella 
in the collection of Her Majesty the Queen at Windsor Castle. 
London. Phaidon Press. 1954  127p. (The Italian drawings at 
Windsor Castle) 741 qC351b 
Chicago. Art Institute. Sargent, Whistler, and Mary Cassatt, by Frederick 
A. Sweet. A catalogue of the exhibition. (;Chicago, 1954. 
1Olp. 759.13 C532 


SOUTHWESTERN UNITED STATES 
Caruso, J. A. The liberators of Mexico. Pageant Press. 1954.  342p. 
972.03 ZAc 
McReynolds, E. C. Oklahoma; a history of the Sooner State. Univ. of 
Oklahoma Press. 1954.  46l1p. 976.6 M174 


TRAVEL 


Bodine, A. A. Chesapeake Bay and Tidewater. Hastings House. 1954. 
lip. 917.55 qB667 
Eskelund, Karl. Vagabond fever; a gay journey in the land of the Andes. 
Rand McNally. 1954. 240p. 918 E75 
Maufrais, Raymond. Journey without return. Crowell. 1954.  237p. 

918.8 Maus 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATE 
ee 


Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 








*Available from New York State Library, Gift and Exchange 
Section, Albany 1, New York. Others may be obtained from 
the issuing office. 


*AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Geneva. Effect of fungicides on 
McIntosh apple yield and quality: a five year study under Hudson 
Valley conditions, 1949-1953 by D.H. Palmiter and R.M. Smock. (1954) 
4Op. (Bulletin no. 767, April 1954) 


__.. Social change in a central New York rural community (by) W.A. Ander 
son. (1954) 56p. (Bulletin 907, December 1954) 


*BANKING DEPT. Annual report, 104th, superintendent of banks, for the 
year ended December 31, 1954: part I. (1954) 133p. (Legis Doc 
1955 no. 19) 


*CIVIL DEFENSE COMMISSION. Local civil defense rescue training schools. 
1955. 6p. (Bulletin for directors, no. 79, January 31, 1955) 


*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Practical aids for your business; a brief state- 
ment of some of the services of the New York state Department of 
commerce and how they can prove useful and profitable to business 
in New York state. (1954) Folder. 


*COORDINATION OF STATE ACTIVITIES, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION ON. 
Preliminary staff report on a proposal for the regionalization of 
existing highway and bridge authorities, January 5, 1955. 1955. 
Kip. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 24) 


“CORRECTION, DEPT. OF. Division of probation. Probation; the corner- 
stone of modern correctional care. 1954. 8p. 

*EDUCATION DEPT. This is our story; fifty years of educational progress 
under the New York state Board of regents. 1954 4ilp. (In 


commemoration of the Board of regents, anniversary convocation, 
April 8, 9, 1954, Albany, New York) 


*___ Division of research. Industrial and occupational trends in New York 
state (by) Charles M. Armstrong, associate statistician. 1954. 33p. 


EQUALIZATION AND ASSESSMENT, STATE BOARD OF. (Tentative equalization 
rates for cities and towns of New York state for 1954, compared with 
those of 1953) 1954. Unp. 


*GOVERNOR (Averell Harriman). Message...to the Legislature, January 5, 
1955. 1955. 23p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 1) 
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*HIGHWAY FINANCE PLANNING COMMISSION, TEMPORARY. Second report... 
December 31, 1954. (1954) 22p. 


HOUSING RENT COMMISSION. Residential vacancies and effects of decontrol 
on rents, Jamestown, New York, November 1954 (1955) 5p. 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of employment. Bureau of research and 
statistics. Inventory of unemployment... by industry of last 
employment and sex, New York state, December 1954. 


___ Division of research and statistics. Wage statistics and industrial 
relations research in state labor agencies. (1954) 4lp. 


(Publication no. B-76, November 1954) 


__. ___. Wages and hours in resort and seasonal hotels in New York state, 
July 1953. (1954) 19p. (Special labor news memorandum, no. 54, 
November 5, 1954) 


“LEGISLATURE. Assembly. Rules of the assembly, 1955, adopted January 5, 
1955, amended January 10, 1955. 1955. 16p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 5) 


* Standing committees of the assembly with individual assignments 


of members of assembly, 1955. 1955. l6p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 3) 


S Senate. Standing committees of the Senate with individual assign- 
ments of senators, January 11, 1955. 1955. 13p. (Legis Doc 1955 
no. 2) 


MENTAL HYGIENE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 4th, of the Mental health 
commission for the fiscal year ended March 31, 1953. 1954. 38p. 
(Legis Doc 1954 no. 49) 


*MORELAND ACT COMMISSION TO STUDY WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION. Administration 
of the workmen's compensation law in the state of New York, interim 
report... by Charles S. Hamilton, Jr., December 30, 1954. 1954. 5kp. 


*NEW YORK CITY, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION TO STUDY THE ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF. Four steps to better government of 
New York City, a plan for action; 2nd and final report of the... 
February 1, 1954. 1954. 9Qlp. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 29) 


*SAFETY, DIV. OF. Bureau of fire mobilization and control. Directory, 
fire radio stations in the state of New York, January 15, 1955. 
(1955) 6p. 


» Bureau of safety and accident prevention. Accidents in government; 
preventive programs, outlooks...needs...and action. (1955) Folder. 


*SOCIAL WELFARE, DEPT. OF. Directory of homes and institutions for 
adults, 7th edition 1952. (1955) 1150p. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Common 


poisonous plants by W.C. Muenscher and W.T. Winne. (1955) 3lp. 
(Cornell extension bulletin 538, January 1955) 
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Fertilizers for field crops, 1955 (by) William L. Garman. (1955) 
3p. (Cornell extension bulletin 780, revised January 1955) 


The planting and care of shrubs and trees (by) Donald J. Bushey. 
(1955) 32p. Cornell extension bulletin 185, reprinted January 1955) 


Department of agricultural economics. The tempest in the coffee pot 
( 


by) F.A. Pearson, January 1955. (1955) 26p. (A.E. bulletin 
no. 960) 


Extension service. Do you want information on social security for 
farmers or federal income tax changes? (1954) 1 sheet. Mimeo 


Income tax time again! 1955. 2p. Mimeo. 
__. Maple syrup time soon. (1955) 1 sheet. Mimeo. 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, Ithaca. Family 
meal service (by) Myrtle H. Ericson. (1954) 16p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 774, reprinted January 1955) 


Quick breads, baking with New York state pastry flour (by) Alice M. 
Briant (and) Anna R. Willman. (1955) 7p. (Cornell extension 
bulletin 924, January 1955) 


*STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, 
Ithaca. The evolution of managerial ideas in industrial relations 
by Edwin E. Witte. (1954) 22p. (Bulletin 27, November 1954) 


*___ Industrial and labor relations research in universities, a United 
States summary, 1953-1954; edited by Robert L. Aronson. (195%) 48p. 
(Bulletin 26, December 1954) 

* Psychiatry in industry by Dr. Temple Burling. (1954) Var. pag. 

Reprint series no. 28 reprinted from Industrial and labor relations 

review, vol. 8, no. 1, October 1954) 


*STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. Speakers bureau. A service to program 
chairmen. 1955. 96p. 


*TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report of the... 
1954. 1954. 34p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 56) 


*UNSATISFIED JUDGMENT FUND AND COMPULSORY INSURANCE, JOINT LEGISLATIVE 


COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE PROBLEM OF. Report...March 8, 1954. 1954. 
138p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 61) 
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Edited by Jean L. Connor and I. Marie Gustafson 
Library Extension 


MULTI-COUNTY LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 





Clinton-Essex. Fifteen out of 21 libraries were represented at the first 
meeting of librarians held by the Clinton-Essex County Library Service 
System at the Plattsburgh Public Library on January 12. Emma M. 
Walter, Director of the System, spoke briefly on the organization 

of the System and introduced members of the Headquarters staff. Mrs. 
Everett Manwell, librarian in charge of purchasing and processing, 
explained the procedures and methods of that department. The first 
combined library order went out February 1. Rotating collections 

for member libraries were ready for delivery the middle of February. 
In 1954, the Clinton County Board of Supervisors appropriated $3, 300 
for books, to qualify the county for State Aid. The books purchased 
with this money are now being processed and will be delivered to 
Clinton County Libraries as soon as possible. Two permanent book 
stations, one in each county, are now in the planning stage. 


ACTIVITIES BY COUNTY 





Allegany County. In her report for the year Mrs. Erwin D. Baker, librar- 
ian of Andover Free Library, states that circulation of books has in- 
creased to a total of 14,637 volumes. Twenty-two books were added to 

the Memorial Collection and a new typewriter has facilitated the work 

of the librarian. 


Chemung County. The Chemung County bookmobile serves 35 communities and 
five nursing homes semi-monthly. Once a month it makes the rounds of 
48 schools and every two months it re-supplies three small branch 
libraries. Total circulation for 1954 was nearly 100,000 books. 





Cortland County. Cortland Free Library showed an 11 per cent increase 

in circulation in 1954 with a total of 119,270 books and other library 
materials borrowed. Mrs. Brubeck, librarian, says: "This is the 
largest circulation since 1950 -- or should I say, television." 











Dutchess County. Frederick E. Trani has been elected president of the 
board of trustees of the Hyde Park Free Library. 












Jefferson County. Muriel Winder, children's librarian at Flower Memorial 
Library, Watertown, started a project this year of circulating library 
news to the schools in the form of a flyer called THE LIBRARY LION. 
There are two sheets, one for junior high and the other for inter- 
mediate grades. 
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Lewis County. The Copenhagen Public Library was officially opened in 








Livingston County. 


Madison County. 


January. Pictures of the opening were shown on the "Local News of 
the Week" on WCNY-TV. --Mrs Gertrude Pike has succeeded Ethelyne 
Earl as librarian of the Harrisville Free Library. 











Livonia Public Library celebrated the redecoration 
of the interior of the library and Book Week with Open House which 
included a special story hour, displays and refreshments. 






The influence of comic books on youth was discussed at 
a review of "The Seduction of the Innocent" by Dr. Frederic Werthan, 
the third of a series of book reviews being given at the Canastota 

Public Library. 


Nassau County. At the home of Mr. and Mrs. David Kadane, on January 16, 






New York. 







Onondaga County. The Gold Star List of American Fiction, published for 


Mrs. Elizabeth F. Kelly, Freeport Memorial Library Director, was agree- 
ably surprised by representatives and their wives from the Freeport 
Board of Education, Library Trustees, Friends of the Library Board 

and Staff members, honoring her ten years of service to the Library. 
Mayor William F. Glacken added his congratulations. --Mrs. Helen E. 
Wilmott, young peoples' librarian at the Freeport Memorial Library, 
was the guest on WHLI's Teen Town Hall program on January 15. Brian 
Wrenshall, a junior at Glen Cove High School and Myrna Greensteir, a 
junior at Lawrence High School also participated in the panel dis- 
cussion on "Can Teen-ager's Reading Habits Be Improved." --Mrs. 
Elizabeth F. Kelly, director of the Freeport Memorial Library, ad- 
dressed the Rotary Club in January. She reported a total circulation 
of 208,552 volumes during 1954, an increase of 11,500. Volumes added 
to the library's collection during the year totaled 4,300. --A series 
of five colored film programs sponsored by the Floral Park Public 
Library began on January 27. Film showings are to be preceded by 
half-hour recorded concerts and followed by social hours. --The new 
Friends of the Rockville Centre Public Library held an organization 
meeting on February 23. --A joint meeting of the Nassau-Suffolk School 
Libraries Association and the Nassau County Library Association was 
held at the Coral House, Baldwin,on March 3. Benjamin Barondess, 
noted authority on Lincoln, spoke. 





The largest exhibition ever devoted by the New York Public 
Library to a single book opened January 31 and marks the 100th anni- 
versary of the publication of "Leaves of Grass." The show was planned 
and arranged by Dr. John D. Gordon, curator of the Berg Collection, 
and Lewis M. Stark, chief of the Reserve Division, where the Oscar 
Lion Collection of Walt Whitman is housed. -—Rutherford D. Rogers 

has been named chief of the Reference Department of The New York 
Public Library to succeed Edward G. Freehafer, who is now Director. 
--The New York Public Library has opened the new Throgg's Neck 

Branch library in the area formerly included in the schedule of 

the Bronx Traveling Library. 


many years by the Syracuse Public Library, has been revised and is 
again available to libraries for 75 cents. This 40th edition in- 
cludes an addition of 31 novels of 1954. --Total circulation of books 
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from the Syracuse Public Library during 1954 was 1,062,360. Of this 
total, the eight branch libraries accounted for more than 738,000. 


Queens County. Andrew Geddes has been appointed Administrative Assistant 
at the Queens Borough Public Library. 


St. Lawrence County. Leona Avis Steele, librarian for many years of the 


Spragueville Free Library, died on January 15. 


Steuben County. Patricia Hyde, a student at State University Teachers 
College at Geneseo, did her six-weeks library practice at the Corning 
Public Library. -——Many groups from local organizations have been 
scheduling meetings at the Corning Public Library. Guided tours of 
the library and brief talks on the work of the librarians have been 
a part of the "Open House" program. 


Ulster County. Children from five to nine were entertained recently by 
the Sarah Hull Hallock Free Library of Milton. Library Board members 
provided refreshments and a story teller developed stories around 
words suggested by the children. 


Wayne County. A county-wide meeting to explore the possibilities of a 
county library service system was held in Newark on January 20. 
Thirty-five attended the meeting. Harold Hacker, NYLA County 
Library Development Committee representative, and Frank Traynor, 
Library Trustees Foundation representative, were the speakers. 

A committee, appointed to investigate the county idea further, met 
at Sodus on February 10. 


Westchester County. Dobbs Ferry Free Library is presenting a series of 
lectures on subjects of cultural interest, open to the public. The 
Children's Department is offering a course for parents. -—-The Chil- 
dren's Department is offering a course for parents. --The children's 
radio program, "Bag O' Tales," conducted by the Westchester Library 
Associet+ion, began its 16th year this fall. Mrs. Elizabeth C. Martin, 
librarian of Bronxville, is Radio Chairman. -—New Rochelle Public 
Library has purchased a linguaphone set for the study of English by 
foreigners. It also has a new Recordak. --White Plains Public Library 
is giving a course on things to make and do for mothers of the pre- 
school child. In collaboration with the local Adult Education pro- 
gram, mothers whose children are at the picture book hour are shown 
how to utilize scrap materials to entertain children. --Thomas 
Dutelle, head of the Reference Department, Yonkers, has gone to 
East Meadow, Long Island, to organize a new library. Beatrice 
O'Connell, reference assistant, has succeeded Mr. Dutelle. -—-On 
February 8 the Westchester children's librarians and the Westchester 
County English Council, a teachers’ organization, held a joint meet- 
ing for the purpose of bringing about a better working relationship 
between English teachers and librarians. Emma Patterson of Peekskill 
High School Library, and Anne Izard of Mount Vernon Public Library, 
participated in a panel discussion. --Wayne Shirley, dean of Pratt 
Institute Library, is teaching a course on "Library Management" at 
the White Plains Public Library. Sessions are from 7 to 9 p.m. Tues- 
days and Thursdays from January 25 through May 19. 
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Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin and Mason Tolman 





Ralph A. Beals Scholarship: This scholarship is for $500 payable to 
the recipient in two installments -- one half in September, 1955 and 
one half in January, 1956. ‘The recipient must be a resident of New 
York State; a member of the New York Library Association; interested 
in library work; preferably employed in a library at the time of appli- 
cation; qualified for admission to a graduate library school and ready 
to begin a program of study in the fall of 1955; expected to seek em 
ployment in a library in New York State after completion of the year 
of study. Application forms should be returned by April 1, 1955, to: 
Mrs. Alice Damon Rider, Chairman of the Scholarship and Recruitment 
Committee, Library Education Department, State University Teachers 
College, Geneseo, New York. Please post conspicuously and urge all 
qualified personnel to apply. 


$1000 E. P. Dutton —- John Macrae Award: This award is for advanced 
study in the field of library work with children and young people. 

The Award will be presented at the 74th annual conference of the 
American Library Association in Philadelphia, July 3 to 9. Librarians 
working with children and young people in either public libraries or 
in schools are eligible to apply. They must be professionally trained 
and must have had at least three years of successful experience. The 
Award may be used for formal, advanced study in librarianship or in 
such related fields as psychology, education, literature, or sociology 
or for informal advanced study through directed service in a school 
library, or through other appropriate projects. Application for the 
1955 Award must be received by April 15. Announcement of the winner 
will be made by June 1. For further information write to L. Margaret 
Hayes, Chairman, E. P. Dutton-John Macrae Award Committee, Graduate 
Library School, University of Chicago, Chicago 37, Illinois. 





Midwinter Meeting of American Library Association; Dr. Gosnell and 
Miss Eileen Thornton attended the Midwinter meeting of the American 
Library Association in Chicago. Dr. Gosnell is a member of the Execu- 
tive Board. Miss Thornton described her activities in the development 
of the office of College Library Consultant in the State Education 
Department to the meeting of the Association of College and Research 
Libraries. Jean Connor, Library Extension field worker and Jack Spear, 
Traveling Libraries, also attended. 


State Library Exhibits: Currently on exhibit in the rotunda of the 
State Library is a stamp exhibit of the Fort Orange Junior Stamp Club. 
This will be followed by an exhibit on the History of Photography in 

America. 


$25.00 Prize Poster Contest: The Scholarship and Recruiting Committee 
of the NYLA is offering a prize of $25 for a poster which wil. underline 
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librarianship as a career, The contest opened January 1, 1955, and 
will close April 1, 1955. No more than three colors should be used; 
the poster is to be 11 x 14 inches and is to deal with school, public, 
college and special libraries. The name NEW YORK LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
is to appear on the poster. Entries are to be sent to: Martin Lewin, 
Senior Librarian, Grosvenor Library, Buffalo, New York. 


Films for Public Libraries: This is the title of a new publication by 
the ALA of a balanced list in all fields listing 358 16mm films. They 
are listed by title and each entry includes distributor, release date, 
running time, whether black and white or color (or both), and purchase 
price. There is also an annotation of the film content. 


National Geographic Picture Locater: Charles S. Underhill, of the 
Buffalo and Erie County Public Library, has compiled a very handy 
pamphlet entitled, “Handy Key to Your National Geographics: Subject 
and Picture Locater 1935-1954." The pamphlet may be obtained from the 
author at 91 Pine Street, East Aurora, New York, for 50 cents in cash, 
no stamps. 


Western New York Chapter Special Libraries Association Meeting: The 
Western New York Chapter Special Libraries Association met at the State 
Library on February 5. Jack Spear, Dr. Robert H. Deily and Mason Tolman 
showed them through the Library and explained the recent developments in 
State Library service to the group. At a luncheon at the University Club 
preceding the Association's business meeting, Mr. Tolman spoke on "New 
Potentialities for State Library Service to Special Libraries," and Miss 
Eileen Thornton, Consultant on College Library Problems, described her 
work to the group. 


Geneseo Workshop in Library Education; The Department of Library HEduca- 
tion, State University Teachers College at Geneseo, will offer two work- 
shops in Library Education: READING PROBLEMS IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY and 
LIBRARY SERVICE FOR YOUNG ADULTS. READING PROBLEMS IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
will be given July 25 — August 5, 1955. The coordinator will be Mr. Frank 
Angell, former Director of Reading in the Garden City Public Schools. Mr. 
Angell is now educational consultant for the Armed Forces. Two (2) semes- 
ter hours of graduate or undergraduate credit will be given. The fees 
will be $10 per semester hour for undergraduate credit, $12 per semester 
hour for graduate credit, each with a $2 incidental fee. LIBRARY SERVICE 
FOR YOUNG ADULTS will be given July 11-22, 1955. The coordinator will 

be Katherine Worden, librarian at the North Park Junior High School, 
Lockport, New York, and the consultant will be Mrs. Helen Thompson Clark, 
librarian at the West High School, Auburn, New York. Two (2) semester 
hours of graduate or undergraduate credit will be given. The fees will 

be $10 per semester hour for undergraduate credit, $12.00 per semester 
hour for graduate credit, each with a $2 incidental fee. 


RLSC Briefs: The American Heritage discussions in the Watertown area 
are to be televised in regular monthly broadcasts. Circulation for 
January, 1955, was twice that for January, 1954. ‘The Director attended 
the two-day Adult Education Workshop held in Watertown, spoke before the 
Adams Rotary Club and the Foreign Affairs meeting. He also attended 
the American Heritage Clinic. 
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WHAT IS NEWS? 


When you have: 
--Election of new board members 
--Celebration of an anniversary - 
library or staff member 
--Appropriation increase 
--Significant gift 


Important change, such as: 
--Building a new library 
--Move to new quarters 
--Adding a new wing 
--Enlarging a department 
--Offering a new service 


Installation of: 
--New equipment 
--New fixtures 
--Air conditioning 


Inauguration of: 
--New policy 
--New services 
--New idea of any sort 


When something humorous happens 
around the library 


When any staff member: 

--Writes an article or book 

--Wins a prize 

--Completes 25 or 50 years in 
library service 

--Takes leadership of a civic 
movement 

--Is elected to office ina 
professional organization 

--Plans a long trip 

--Returns from tour 

--Announces retirement 

--Passes away 

--Takes new position 


If you are looking for help 
If you are looking for a job 


Reprinted from the ALA Library Periodicals Round 
Table Newsletter of January, 1955, with credit to 
The Oklahoma Librarian . 
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